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ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT (AMS)

	AMS owner:
	
	Date:

	Project: 
	
	See plan for tree location

	Project purpose:
	Wayleave termination received for (insert site location / address detail here)



SECTION 1

	
1. This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) is based upon best practice (in this case the guidelines given in Street Works UK Publication Vol 4), and it outlines the process that “Insert Company” intends to follow to ensure that no damage is caused to the roots of “Insert” (“the tree”) during the excavation works.

2. Prior to the commencement of any site works, all personnel involved will be briefed on this AMS by the Responsible Person (RP) for the site.   

3. The RP’s briefing must make clear the boundary of the Street Works UK Publication Vol 4 Precautionary Zone (PZ)

4. The RP’s briefing must make clear if the tree is within a Conservation Area and/or included within a Tree Preservation Order, and that any failure to comply with this AMS could result in the tree being damaged, resulting in the personnel involved in both the instruction and execution of the works being prosecuted by (Insert name of Local Authority Arboriculturist (LAA) or Arboriculturist here).

5. Immediately following the RP’s briefing, all personnel will sign to confirm that they have received the briefing and that they understand what is required.

6. Confirmation that the RP’s briefing has been delivered, together with a copy of the names of the personnel involved and their signatures must be presented to (Insert name of Local Authority Arboriculturist (LAA) or Arboriculturist here) upon request.  

7. The trunk circumference of the tree is “Insert” (“Tree circumference in metres”) and provided in Section 2 of this AMS. PZ formula (trunk circumference (at chest height) x 4) is given for the tree.  

8. Street Works UK Publication Vol 4 states that if excavations are required within the PZ, then they should be carried out to the hierarchy in 4.1.3. 

9. Regardless of hierarchy chosen the following special precautions must be strictly followed if the roots are encountered within the PZ section whilst being undertaken:  

· Roots that are 25 mm or greater in diameter must not be cut, torn or damaged unless advice has been sought from (insert name of Local Authority Arboriculturist (LAA) or Arboriculturist) and a clear consent given.   

· If roots that are less then under 25mm are required to be pruned, then pruning must only be carried out using a sharp tool (e.g. secateurs or pruning handsaw) specifically designed for the task.  Pruning cuts should be clean and leave as small a wound as possible. The use of hand-digging tools (e.g. spade or shovel) to deliberately cut roots should be avoided.

10. Any roots that are exposed because of the hand excavations must be immediately covered as per Volume 4.1.1. 

11. Excavations within the highway shall be backfilled with new imported soil.

12. No spoil, building material, chemicals, vehicles, plant or fuels must be stored or parked on any soft surfaces (i.e. open soil, lawns or verges) that are included within the PZ.  Please ensure you are following Volume 4 Figure 1 – Tree Protection Zone.

13. The person supervising the site will be required to take photographs detailing:

a) the excavations carried out; 
b) the exposed trench and any roots that are encountered (together with dry sacking); 
c) the site after backfilling has been completed.

14. These photographs must be forwarded to (Local Authority Arboriculturist (LAA) or Arboriculturist) and the local Compliance Manager upon request.

15. The RP must confirm by telephone to (Insert name of Local Authority Arboriculturist (LAA) or Arboriculturist here) within 1 working day of completion of works that the site is complete and can be inspected.
















SECTION 2
	Tree reference & species
	Process

	“Insert”

	“Insert”
The PZ radius for this tree is 12.6 metres measured from the edge of the trunk (tree circumference at chest height 3.15 metres x 4 = 12.6 metres).  The proposed route for the cabling will breach the PZ. Therefore, hand-digging in accordance with the method outlined in Section 1 will take place within the PZ of this tree.


	Comments
	(None)




Enclose Plans (ref number)
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