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SWUK Protocol — Approved by Environment Ag

SWUK received final approval from the Environment
Agency on the 9" January 2025 for the use the
protocol trialled in Phase 3.

The approval letter has several conditions which had
to be signed up to by SWUK. These conditions were
reviewed and signed up to on 14t January 2025.

This is great news for the industry and now gives us
clear direction and allows us all to start implementing
changes required within our organisations, many of
which we have already been looking at over the last
six months.

SWUK would like to thank all those who have
contributed during the three phases and to the
Environment Agency who have engaged and worked
closely throughout.
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SWUK Risk Asssssment methodology

Following the submisslon of your Phase 3 regort (SV
envirnmental outcomes report 05,09 2024 pa), | ar
decised to 3pprove N2 USE of the RISK ASSessmant

To provide time o 1ol out ihe sk assessment and &
suficienty trained In s use, we will amend the sxps
Sepiemoer 2025 After § manths, we wil review you
this work Is complete, we will withdraw the RPSs at{
the §-monih review, we wil discuss wiih you whethe
deadline.

The use of this Risk Assessment s conditional on ¥t
agread actions outined below.

Wasts segregation
All wasta produced and managed using the RA mus

maans that bitumingus waste misst be stored and m;
during excavation, storage, and transpart.

Whers pRysical s20regaton i Not possile on transy
ENsUre INe Wasie remains 35 S2gregated a5 PSS
receiving shte.

@ Environment
W Agency

‘Waste Tranafer documents

In addiion 1o 2k Normation required by the relevant reguiations’, you must Include suTiclent
detall on the transfer documentation (waste transfer note, o consignment note as
appropriats) to snasle the wasts o be traced to e excavaton It was produced from. This
must Inclusde the work pemit number (ar work order number) and sxcavation reference.

Ongoing compliance testing

In addiion 1o using the risk Sssessment for 38 excavations, compliance samples must ba
taken at an initial rate 1% of the total excavations camed out by each company in 2023 As
agread, SWUK will Impiement an Increased sampling requirament based o 23ch company's
perfommance (fo be st 3t the start of each year, b3sed on tha Previous yEar's perfomance).
Wia resarve the right 1o raquire the baseine samping r3te to Increase If we daem that that
Matarizis ClassHication Eysr on Streat Managar is not baing popusted quickly enough,
Nowever this will DE CI2arny CommUNIC3ted 10 ¥ou In advance and any change 1o e baseine

Sampiing rate will be agresd Wi you 1 witng.

The selecton of which works will be sampled must be made on a randomised basls and you
and your members must be abie o gemonsirate how ihis wil be carried out using a

conslstent process.

‘Wihere sampling I camied out, It musst Includs all frackons excavated In the works to be
sampled, and sach fraction must be sampled separately. All samping must be

representative of the waste baing sampled; guidanct
D of Technical Guidance WM3.

As agreed, we expect thoss using the RA to take 53
quidance that forms part of the protocol documantti
SR1_SWUK_Samping_Requiremtns 11.12.2024 p
i updated). Any samping not eamed out In ing with
raquirements cutined in W3 35 mentonad above

ofa

The samples taken In Ine witn the compliance tstn
proguce a record of the acouracy the company |s act
This recon must be mahtained by each company 1
£ on request. The results from all samping must &
maintain the rcord centrally.

The requirsment 1o creats the dashboards applies In
centralised dashiboard must be sent to the EA by em
fwo weeks afar the end of the quarter folowing the |
using the emall address provided below.

Minimum Accuracy

As agread, whare the ocuracy of any company's us
consecutive quartars, this must b reportad to tha £

1 - The Waste [England and Wales) Reguistons 2011 (35 amar
‘Waies) Regiiaton: 2005 (a2 amendsed]

the RA urtl they are able to demonsirate that they have made Improvements and are abie to
achieve the required acouracy.

For the avaldance of doubt, this condition will apply once the RA has been fully rolled out
and fhe RPSE hava bean formaly withdrawn.

Racord retantion

Records of the use of the RA, (Including the RA kse, wasts franster documentation, and
any sample results) must be retained by each company for 3 minkmam period of three years:
from the date of the excavation and must be made avalable 1o the EA on request.

This requirement agplles Immediately, from the first date tat a company bagins using the
RA. FOrany company Mat Nas been using the FA 35 part of Me pravious s1udy pnases, he
requirement s a rofing three-year periad from the date the records were produced

Uss of Strest Manager

The compliance samping resuts must ba 3dged to tha “Matariass Classification’ Iayer on
Street Manager, and 3 process for ehecking this Eyer must be Incorporatad Info e risk
assessment and provided 1o the EA 38 part of he Nnal RA cocumentation no iater tnan
201122024

To confirm you accept the condtions of this 3pproval, pleass Sign and retum 3 copy of tis
latier by emall using tha 3ddrass balow.

YOG SIncerely.
o
S -
Steve Malyneux Clive Bairsto
Director Waste Reguiation Chisf Executive Officer
Environmsnt Agency Sirest Works UK Ltd
(cho [gD, JOVUK)
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SWUK Protocol — Documentation

The protocol is simple in its steps. Each step is clear and will have
supporting documents to either guidance or the required forms that

need completing.

You can find more details by visiting here.
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https://streetworks.org.uk/resources/street-works-uk-material-classification-protocol/
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RPS-298/299 updates

The two current RPS’s have been extended to cover the implementation period
required for organisations to embed the new SWUK protocol.

* RPS 298 will now be withdrawn 30t September 2025
* RPS 299 will now be withdrawn 30t September 2025

The Environment Agency have updated the RPS’s with the new expiry dates

For those who choose not to use the SWUK protocol to classify waste after 30t
September 2025, you will need to adhere fully to WM3.
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Material segregation

Waste segregation

All waste produced and managed using the RA must be segregated by waste type. This
means that bituminous waste must be stored and managed separately from sub-base waste
during excavation, storage, and transport.

Where physical segregation is not possible on transport vehicles, all efforts must be made to
ensure the waste remains as segregated as possible during transport, and on deposit at any
receiving site.
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Waste Transfer

Waste Transfer documents

In addition to all information required by the relevant regulations’, you must include sufficient
detail on the transfer documentation (waste transfer note, or consignment note as
appropriate) to enable the waste to be traced to the excavation it was produced from. This
must include the work permit number (or work order number) and excavation reference.

Once materials have been classified via the Site Assessment, the material can be collected and
transferred.

For materials classified as ‘Green’ you will need to complete a Waste Transfer Note. The note
should have sufficient details on to allow all materials within the load to be traced back to
excavations.

For materials classified as ‘Red’ you will need to complete a Waste Consignment Note. The note
should have sufficient details on it to allow all materials within the load to be traced back to
excavations.
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Examples

Waste transfer note

Consignment Note

Dl.“y of care: waste transfer note Keep this page and copy it for future use. Please write as clearty as possible.

Section A - Description of waste
A1 Description of the waste heing transferrad
L I

L ]
List of Waste Regulations code(s)
L |

A2 How is thewaste contained?

Loose Sacks Skip Drum

Other L |
A3 How much waste? For example. number of sacks. weight

L |

Section B - Current holder of the waste — Transferor

By signing in Section D below | confirm that | have fulfilled my duty to apply the waste hierarchy as required by Regulation 12

of the Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 Yes

B1 Full name

L |
Company name and address

L |

L |
L ]
L |
Postcode SIC code (2007)

B2 Mame of your unitary authority or council

B3 Areyou:

The producer of the waste?

The importer of the waste?

The local authority?

The holder of an environmental permit?

Permit number | |
Issued by L |
Registerad waste exemption?

Details, including registration number

L
leglslelecl waste camrier, broker or dealer?
fion number |

Details (are you a carier, broker or dealer?)

Section C - Person coll the waste - Ti
€1 Full name

L 1
Company name and address

L |

C3 Are you:
The holder of an envirenmental permit?
Permit number | 1

Issued by L ]

L I
L I
L 1
Postcode

€2 Areyou:

The local authority?

waste
Details, including registration number
L |
A registerad waste carrier, broker or dealer?

i number | 1

Details (are you a camier, broker or dealer?)
L

Section D - The transfer
DM Address of transfer or collection point
L |

D2 Broker or dealerwho arranged this transfer (if applicable)
L ]

Posteode L |

Date oftransfer DD/MM/YYY) L |

Postcode
number L
Time(sh — |

Transferor's signature =

Name L |

s signature =

Name L |

'WMC2A Version 3, August 2011

pagelofl

Form HWCNO1v112

The Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005:
Consignment Note

Environment
Agency

PRODUCER'S/HOLDER'S/ CONSIGNOR'S COPY {ecic o appropestc)

1 Consignment note code: i/ 3 Thewaste will be taken to (name, address and postcode):

2 The waste described below 2 10 be removed from (rame, address,
postzode, telephane, &mail, faesim

1 The process giing fice ko the wastefs)was:

PART B Description of the waste [ —p————]

4 Thewaste producerwas GF diferen bom 3) frame, addbesz,
pesicode, izisphone, =mai, facsmile)

2 S (o) rthe prcess g e o e [ 1|

3 WASTE DETAILS fwhers more than onewaste type s collected all of the i gven below must be completed for sach EWC idestified)
Description cfwaste List cfwastes Gusnty | The chemicainlogieal cempanents | Pysical fom Hazand | Container
(ENC code)is dignsd | gl the waste. (gas, liquid, zalid, | codels) | 8 o
{nmpoﬂenk Cnm::mmion possder. sludge andsize

amoie | mwed

The information ghven below is fo be compleled for sach BWC identified

BAIC code Uhigensfcaton | Froperswppng ramed
n

UNclassizs) | Pacong groupls) | Special handling

carriers is attached Bck here.

comect and | hawe been advised of any specific handlng requirements.

]

I Camtes name-
O bekalf of (name, address, postrods, telephone, e-mail, facsimils):

2 Camies regestranion no.reason for sempion:

3 Vehicle registration na. for mode of trnspor, if nat roadls

PART C Camier's certificate PARTD Consignor's certificate

Fmore than mumul!unﬁpl.ﬂsem schedule for subssquent carmers. fschedule of
| cestify that | today collected the consignment and that the details in A2, A2 and B3 are exempt and was advised of the appropriate precautionaly

Whersthis e comprises partof a multplecollecson the mund mumber and collation sumber 3| hancling requireents.

| censiy that the infommation in A, B and € has ben
compisted and i comect, that the carer s regisiened ar

measures, All of the wazie is packaged and lsbelled
and the caries has been advised of any special

|t tho] s il my sty 1o spply thewnts

hierarchy as res Fegetuion 1 il

(England snd Waiez) I'!agll:nicns o1

1 Consignor name-
On behalf of fname, address, postcode, telephone, e-mail,

Date Time|

ndvidual DAL | Cuantity of exch EAL code recetved (kg) WL coce Waste management operation (1 or D codel
codeis) recewed acceptedimjetsd
1 | meceived thiswaste ot the address ghven inA3 on: | DEE ||'ﬁ'“=| | I | |
2 Viehicke regisration no. for mode of transpor  not mad): Hame:
On behafof (name, address, postcode, telephone, = mail,

3 Wherswaste & rejected please provide details: facsimile)
| cetify that waste permit/ sxempt washe operation number:
autorizes the management of the waste described in 8 at the asdmss
weninhz. .

sgratum
Wher the consignment s st f o e colectin,
as idenmfied in Part C. | certity | Dame ”mel | I ‘ ‘
<onsignments foming the oot

HWCNOLV112
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Confirmed users of SWUK protocol

To use the SWUK protocol in 2025, excavation volume data from 2023 needs to be provided to
SWUK to validate and confirm volumes of excavations that will require sampling.

When the protocol goes live in October 2025 a list of validated users will be available on SWUK’s
material classification pages.

Current list of validated returns.

Confirmed as of 05/06/2025

AFFINITY WATER SOUTH EAST WATER CORNWALL COUNCIL

ANGLIAN WATER SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
CADENT GAS LIMITED SOUTH WEST WATER WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
CAMBRIDGE WATER COMPANY SOUTHERN GAS NETWORKS PLC

CITYFIBRE METRO NETWORKS LTD SOUTHERN WATER

GIGACLEAR LIMITED SP ENERGY NETWORKS

NEXFIBRE NETWORKS LIMITED SSEN

NORTHERN GAS NETWORKS THAMES WATER

NORTHERN POWERGRID PLC UK POWER NETWORKS

OPENREACH UNITED UTILITIES WATERLTD

PORTSMOUTH WATERWORKS COMPANY  \VIRGIN MEDIA

SES WATER WESSEX WATER

SEVERN TRENT WATER YORKSHIRE WATER
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Original EA/SWUK timeline

EA proposed

* Mid-October — EA consults industry on proposed new RPSs.

* Mid-November — EA reviews responses and incorporates any necessary changes into the RPSs.

e Mid-Novembe SWUK refine and prepare updated risk assessment approach for use.

* Late November — EA submits RPSs to internal panel for approval, followed by review by internal legal and publishing teams.

* Early December — New RPSs published, timeline below commences. (Jun24)

* Month 1-6 (est. Dec-May 2024): SWUK trial the use of the improved risk assessment and compare against lab samples. (Aug 24)

*  Month 7 (est. Jun 24): SWUK present the improved approach to the EA. (Sep24)

*  Month 7 (est. Jun 24): EA confirm in writing whether we accept the approach.

* Month 8-14 (est. Feb 25 —Sep 25): Implementation phase - SWUK members begin using the risk assessment methodology.

* Month 15 (est. Sep 25): RPS’s removed and SWUK members either use the risk assessment approach to classify their waste arisings or
follow WMS3.
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To be (Sep 2025)

Desktop Site
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Classification
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SR statutory undertakers and
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Actions



Information required by organisations wishing to use the SWUK protocol.

Each organisation is required to provide volumes of excavations completed between 01 Jan
2023 to 31 Dec 2023 that would have qualified for use of the the SWUK protocol.

This volume will set the initial sample volume of samples based on the 1% frequency rate
required by the EA.

Each year you will then need to repeat the exercise to get your new sample volume for the
upcoming year. i.e. in Jan 2026 you will need to apply 1% frequency rate to excavations volumes
completed between 01 Jan 2024 and 31 Dec 2024.

Jan 2027 will be based on excavation volumes between 01 Jan 2025 to 31 Dec 2025 etc.
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Useful information



Recap of timeline

e 2018- EA gave notice that they were seeking to withdraw RPS211.

e 2020/21 - Phase 1 study completed assessing potential risk.

« 2022/23 - Phase 2 study completed using Risk Assessments.

e 2023 Apr - EA shared queries and concerns with accuracy RA’s.

e 2023 Jun - Next steps and timelines agreed with EA.

e 2023 Sep - Long term approach agreed, funding for new central register approved.

e 2023 Oct - Temporary RPS’s drafted to cover period of trial work and implementation.

2023 Dec- EA consultation on proposed RPS’s

e 2024 Feb - Phase 3 six-month trial started.

e 2024 Mar-  Two new RPS’s agreed and due for release.

e 2024 Jun - RPS298 & 299 published

2024 Aug- Phase 3 results returned to SWUK

e 2024 Sep - Results shared with EA for review / approval of protocol
2025 Jan - Environment Agency approved SWUK Protocol
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Useful links

* Link to RPS 298, here
* Link to RPS 299, here
* Link to expired RPS 211, here

* Links to more information on EA enforcement,

* Waste offences, here.
* The key sections are sections 1, 3, and 6, which cover the deposit of waste, the duty of care requirements, and
Haz waste regs respectively.

* Environmental Permitting Regulations offences here
* This page will mostly be relevant to producers who also operate a permitted waste site; it covers things like
failing to operate in accordance with a permit (e.g. accepting non-permitted waste types).
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/classify-excavated-waste-from-street-and-utility-works-rps-298/classify-excavated-waste-from-street-and-utility-works-rps-298
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/storing-and-managing-excavated-waste-from-street-works-rps-299
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/excavated-waste-from-utilities-installation-and-repair-rps-211/excavated-waste-from-utilities-installation-and-repair-rps-211
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offence-response-options-environment-agency/waste-offences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offence-response-options-environment-agency/environmental-permitting-regulations-epr-offences

1. SEPA’s current view on coal tar is that it must be treated as hazardous waste, and the detail of what
that entails is on their website.

2. SEPA are open to reviewing new evidence put to them on coal tar, but ideally would like to see
something sector wide/cohesive which they can apply broadly to all sites. The general feeling was that
evidence of effective working practice would be required alongside any desktop investigation.

3. RAUCS have discussed and are content with a sector wide approach, including the roads authorities.
For RAUCS purposes they have remitted the issue to SROR working group, which was generally agreed
to be the correct subgroup for the topic.

4. SEPA are the sole decision making body for this policy area. This may mean they review new evidence
from the SROR WG, but opt to retain the status quo.
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